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One Year Limited Warranty 

Habitat for Humanity Greater Columbus
3140 Westerville Rd.      P (614) 364-7010 
Columbus, OH 43224     F (614) 414-0432
This warranty is assigned to “Homeowner” for the home located at: _______________________________________ 

Habitat for Humanity-Greater Columbus (“Habitat”) will make necessary repairs and replacements to your home due to faulty workmanship or defects in materials which appear for a period of one year beginning at the date of closing.

The Homeowner should understand that like other products made by humans, a house is not perfect.  It will show some minor flaws and unforeseeable defects, and it may require some adjustments and touching up.  A house requires more maintenance and care than most products because it is made of many different components, each with its own special characteristics.

The following explains some of the typical things that occur in a new house over the first year or so of occupancy.  Some conditions, including (but not limited to) those listed below, are not covered under Habitat’s warranties.  The Homeowner should read these carefully and understand that Habitat will not correct certain types of problems.  These guidelines will alert the Homeowner to certain types of maintenance (a) that are their responsibility and (b) that could lead to problems if they are neglected.

________ Alterations:  Any alterations to your home by anyone other than Habitat, which alters or changes any component covered by this warranty, will void the warranty as it relates to that component.

________ Caulking: Exterior caulking and interior caulking in bathtubs and shower stalls will crack or bleed somewhat in the months after installation.  These conditions are normal and should not be considered a problem.  Any maintenance or repairs resulting from them are the Homeowner’s responsibility.

________ Concrete:  Concrete foundations, steps, walks and parking pads can develop cracks that do not affect the structural integrity of your home.  These cracks are caused by characteristics of the concrete itself.  No reasonable method of eliminating these cracks exists.  Cracks will be repaired only if they exceed ¼ of an inch in width.

________ Cosmetic Items: Chips, scratches or mars in woodwork, walls, porcelain, mirrors, plumbing fixtures, kitchen and other appliances, marble and Formica tops, lighting fixtures, doors, siding, screens, windows, carpet, vinyl floors, cabinets and the like that are not recognized and noted by the Homeowner at the final inspection are non-warrantable conditions, and the upkeep of any cosmetic aspect of the house is the Homeowner’s responsibility.

________ Drywall:  Drywall will sometimes develop nail pops or settlement cracks.  Minor nail pops and settlement cracks are a normal part of the drying out process.  The Homeowner can easily handle these items with spackling during normal redecoration.  However, if there are extensive nail pops or cracks, and the Homeowner wishes, Habitat will send a worker at the end of one year to make the necessary repairs.  The repairs will not include painting.

________ Floor Squeaks: Experts have concluded that much has been tried but that little can be done about floor squeaks.  Generally, floor squeaks will appear and disappear over time with changes in the weather and other phenomenon. Therefore, floor squeaks are not covered under warranty.
________ Floors:  Floors are not warranted for damage caused by neglect or the incidents of use.  Carpet and vinyl require maintenance that is the responsibility of the Homeowner.  Floor casters are recommended to prevent scratching or tearing of vinyl and stains should be cleaned from carpets to prevent discoloration.  Carpet has a tendency to loosen in damp weather and will stretch tight again in dryer weather.  Habitat will arrange for splits in the seams to be repaired if caused by defective installation.

________ Glass:  Any broken glass or mirrors that are not noted by the Homeowner on the final inspection form are the responsibility of the Homeowner.

________ Lawn and Shrubs: Habitat accepts no responsibility for the growth of grass or shrubs.  Once Habitat grades and seeds the yard, the Homeowner must water the plants and grass.  Habitat will not regrade a yard, remove, or replace any shrubs or trees except for those that are noted as diseased at final inspection.

________ Mechanical Equipment/Lawn Mowers: Repairs, replacements or corrections of defects in the furnace, hot water tank, and other mechanical equipment installed in your home, for which there are manufacturer’s warranties, are not covered by this warranty.  Any warranties for these items are given solely by the manufacturer and will be assigned to you by Habitat, if not given directly to you.  Habitat will reasonably cooperate with you in enforcement of any such manufacturer’s warranty. The Homeowner is responsible to contact the manufacturer about warranty. 

________ Paint:  Good quality paint has been used internally and externally in this home.  Nevertheless, exterior paint may sometimes crack or chip.  To avoid problems with the paint, the Homeowner should avoid allowing lawn sprinklers to hit painted areas, and avoid washing down painted areas.  The Homeowner should also not scrub interior painted walls and be careful of newly painted walls as they move furniture.  The best paint will be stained or chipped if not cared for properly.  Any defects in painting that are not noted at final inspection are the Homeowner’s responsibility.

________ Plumbing Dripping: Faucets, toilet adjustments and toilet seats are covered by Habitat’s warranty for a 90-day period only.  After the 90-day period has expired, these concerns are the Homeowner’s responsibility. Clogs in pipes or drains are the Homeowner’s responsibility and not Habitat’s. 
________ Alterations to Grading: Your lot has been graded to ensure proper drainage away from the home.  Should you change the drainage pattern because of landscaping, installation of patio, service walks, or any other reason, be sure to retain a proper drainage slope.  Habitat assumes no responsibility for the grading or subsequent flooding or stagnant pool formation if the established drainage pattern is altered.

________ Roof:  During the first year, the warranty on the Homeowner’s roof is for workmanship and materials.  After that one year period, the warranty on the roof is for material only and is pro-rated over the period of the lifetime use of the roof.  Warranty claims for any defects in materials will be handled with the manufacturer with Habitat’s assistance.  Habitat will not be responsible for any damages caused by walking on the roof, by installing a television antenna or by installing any other installations on the roof.

________ Storm Doors: Wind damage to storm doors is not covered as a warranty item. The Homeowner is responsible for maintenance.  

________ Wood:  Wood will sometimes chip or crack due to the drying out process.  This condition is most often caused by the heat inside the house or the exposure to the sun on the outside of the house.  This condition is considered normal and the Homeowner is responsible for any maintenance or repairs resulting from it.

This warranty is in lieu of any other warranties, either expressed or implied.

By: ___________________________________     Date: ____________


          Habitat for Humanity-Greater Columbus

By: ___________________________________
    Date: ____________


Homeowner

By: ___________________________________     Date: ____________


Homeowner
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